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Glossary

ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

AC2
AADC
AAMDC

ADA
ADCON
AFFOR
ALSA
AMD
AO
AOA
AOI
APOD
ARFOR
ASCC
AT
ATACMS
ATO

BCD
BDA

CZ
Cc’w
C4
CA
CAB

Army airspace command and control
area air defense commander

Army Air Missile Defense Command, area air
missile defense commander

air defense artillery
administrative control

Air Force forces

Air Land Sea Application Center
air and missile defense

area of operations

amphibious objective area

area of interest

airports of debarkation

Army forces

Army Service component commander
antiterrorism

Army Tactical Missile System
air tasking order

battlefield coordination detachment
battle damage assessment

command and control

command and control warfare

command, control, communications, and computer
combat assessment

combat assessment board
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CAS
CCIR
CDE

CFC
CFLCC
CI

CJCS
CJTF
CMOC
COA
COCOM
COG
COMSEC
CONOPS
CONPLAN
CTL

CUL

D’A
DAADC
DCA
DIA
DOCC
DOD
DTB

EPW
EW

FFCC
FSCM
FSE

close air support

commander’s critical information requirements
chemical defense equipment

coalition force commander

coalition force land component command
counterintelligence

Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff
commander, joint task force

civil-military operations center

course of action

combatant command (command authority)
center of gravity

communications security

concept of operations

concept plan

candidate target list

common user logistics

decide, detect, deliver, and assess
deputy area air defense commander
defensive counterair

Defense Intelligence Agency

deep operations coordination cell
Department of Defense

daily targeting board

enemy prisoners of war
electronic warfare

force fires coordination center
fire support coordination measures
fire support element
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HOC
HUMINT

ICW
10
ISB
ISR

J-1
J-2
J-2X
J-3
J-4
J-5
J-6

JACE
JCMEC
JDEC
JFACC
JFC
JFLC
JFLCC
JFMCC
JFSOC
JFSOCC

JIDC
JIF
JOA
JOPES
JP
JPG
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HUMINT operations cell
human intelligence

in conjunction with

information operations

intermediate support bases

intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance

manpower and personnel directorate of a joint staff
intelligence directorate of a joint staff

joint force J-2 CI/HUMINT staff element
operations directorate of a joint staff

logistics directorate of a joint staff

plans directorate of a joint staff

command, control, communications, and computer
systems directorate of a joint staff

joint analysis and control element

joint captured materiel exploitation center
joint document exploitation center

joint force air component commander

joint force commander

joint force land component

joint force land component commander
joint force maritime component commander
joint force special operations component

joint force special operations component
commander

joint interrogation and debriefing center

joint interrogation facility

joint operations area

Joint Operation Planning and Execution System
joint pub

joint planning group
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JSPS
JTCB
JTF
JTMD

LCC
LNO
LOC

MAGTF
MARFOR
MEF
METT-T

METT-TC

MNFC
MOOTW
MOPP
MPAB
MSC

NAVFOR
NBC
NCA
NGO

NIST

o&l
OGO
OPCON
OPLAN
OPORD

joint strategic planning system
joint targeting coordination board
joint task force

joint theater missile defense

land component commander
liaison officer
lines of communication

Marine air-ground task force
Marine Corps forces
Marine expeditionary force

mission, enemy, terrain and weather, troops and
support available, and time available

mission, enemy, terrain and weather, troops and
support available, time available, civilian

multinational force commander
military operations other than war
mission-oriented protective posture
materials priorities allocation board
major subordinate command

Navy forces

nuclear, biological, and chemical
National Command Authority
nongovernmental organizations
national intelligence support team

operations and intelligence

other governmental organizations
operational control

operation plan

operation order
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OPSEC

PSYOP
PVO

RFI
ROE

SecDef
SOF
Sop

SPOD
SYSCON

TAAMCOORD
TACAIR
TACON
TAMD

TCB

TCS

TFCICA

TMD
TPFDD
TST

ucCp

UNAAF

USA
USCINCSOC

USMC
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operations security

psychological operations
private voluntary organizations

request for information
rules of engagement

Secretary of Defense

special operations forces
standing operating procedure
seaport of debarkation
systems control

theater Army air and missile defense coordinator

tactical air

tactical control

theater air and missile defense
targeting coordination board
Theater Communication System

task force counterintelligence coordinating
authority

theater missile defense
time-phased force and deployment data
time-sensitive target

Unified Command Plan
Unified Action Armed Forces
United States Army

Commander in Chief, United States Special
Operations Command

United States Marine Corps
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TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

air interdiction

amphibious objective area

area air defense commander

area of operations

Air operations conducted to destroy,
neutralize, or delay the enemy’s military
potential before it can be brought to bear
effectively against friendly forces at such
distance from friendly forces that detailed
integration of each air mission with the fire
and movement of friendly forces is not
required. (JP 1-02)

A geographical area, delineated in the
initiating directive, for purposes of command
and control within which is located the
objective(s) to be secured by the amphibious
task force. This area must be of sufficient size
to ensure accomplishment of the amphibious
task force’s mission and must provide
sufficient area for conducting necessary sea,
air, and land operations. (JP 1-02)

Within a unified command, subordinate
unified command, or joint task force, the
commander will assign overall responsibility
for air defense to a single commander.
Normally, this will be the component
commander with the preponderance of air
defense capability and the command, control,
and communications capability to plan and
execute integrated air defense operations.
Representation from the other components
involved will be provided, as appropriate, to
the area air defense commander’s
headquarters. Also called AADC. (JP 1-02)

An operational area defined by the joint force
commander for land and naval forces. Areas of
operation do not typically encompass the

entire operational area of the joint force
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battle damage assessment

civil-military operations

combatant command
(command authority)
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commander, but should be large enough for
component commanders to accomplish their
missions and protect their forces. Also called
AO. (JP 1-02)

The timely and accurate estimate of damage
resulting from the application of military
force, either lethal or nonlethal, against a
predetermined objective. Battle damage
assessment can be applied to the employment
of all types of weapon systems (air, ground,
naval, and special forces weapon systems)
throughout the range of military operations.
Battle damage assessment is primarily an
intelligence responsibility with required inputs
and coordination from the operators. Battle
damage assessment is composed of physical
damage assessment, functional damage
assessment, and target system assessment.
Also called BDA. (JP 1-02)

Group of planned activities in support of
military operations that enhances the
relationship between the military forces and
civilian authorities and population and which
promote the development of favorable
emotions, attitudes, or behavior in neutral,
friendly, or hostile groups. (JP 1-02)

Nontransferable command authority
established by Title 10 (Armed Forces),
United States Code, section 164, exercised
only by commanders of unified or specified
combatant commands unless otherwise
directed by the President or the Secretary of
Defense. Combatant command (command
authority) cannot be delegated and is the
authority of a combatant commander to
perform those functions of command over
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assigned forces involving organizing and
employing commands and forces, assigning
tasks, designating objectives, and giving
authoritative direction over all aspects of
military operations, joint training, and logistics
necessary to accomplish the missions assigned
to the command. Combatant command
(command authority) should be exercised
through the commanders of subordinate
organizations. Normally this authority is
exercised through subordinate joint force
commanders and Service and/or functional
component commanders. Combatant
command (command authority) provides full
authority to organize and employ commands
and forces as the combatant commander
considers necessary to accomplish assigned
missions. Operational control is inherent in
combatant command (command authority).
Also called COCOM. (JP 1-02)

defensive counterair  All defensive measures designed to detect,
identify, intercept, and destroy or negate
enemy forces attempting to attack or penetrate
the friendly air environment. Also called DCA.
(JP 1-02)

fire support

coordination line A fire support coordination measure that is
established and adjusted by appropriate land or
amphibious force commanders within their
boundaries in consultation with superior,
subordinate, supporting, and affected
commanders. Fire support coordination lines
(FSCLs) facilitate the expeditious attack of
surface targets of opportunity beyond the
coordinating measure. An FSCL does not
divide an area of operations by defining a
boundary between close and deep operations
or a zone for close air support. The FSCL
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functional
component command

joint force air
component commander
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applies to all fires of air, land, and sea-based
weapon systems using any type of
ammunition. Forces attacking targets beyond
an FSCL must inform all affected commanders
in sufficient time to allow necessary reaction
to avoid fratricide. Supporting elements
attacking targets beyond the FSCL must
ensure that the attack will not produce adverse
effects on, or to the rear of, the line. Short of
an FSCL, all air-to-ground and surface-to-
surface attack, operations are controlled by the
appropriate land or amphibious force
commander. The FSCL should follow well-
defined terrain features. Coordination of
attacks beyond the FSCL is especially critical
to commanders of air, land, and special
operations forces. In exceptional
circumstances, the inability to conduct this
coordination will not preclude the attack of
targets beyond the FSCL. However, failure to
do so may increase the risk of fratricide and
could waste limited resources. Also called
FSCL. (JP 1-02)

A command normally, but not necessarily,
composed of forces of two or more military
departments which may be established across
the range of military operations to perform
particular operational missions that may be of
short duration or may extend over a period of
time. (JP 1-02)

The joint force air component commander
derives authority from the joint force
commander who has the authority to exercise
operational control, assign missions, direct
coordination among subordinate commanders,
redirect and organize forces to ensure unity of
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joint force commander

joint force land
component commander

effort in the accomplishment of the overall
mission. The joint force commander will
normally designate a joint force air component
commander. The joint force air component
commander ’s responsibilities will be assigned
by the joint force commander (normally these
would include, but not be limited to, planning,
coordination, allocation, and tasking based on
the joint force commander’s apportionment
decision). Using the joint force commander’s
guidance and authority, and in coordination
with other Service component commanders
and other assigned or supporting commanders,
the joint force air component commander will
recommend to the joint force commander
apportionment of air sorties to various
missions or geographic areas. Also called
JFACC. (JP 1-02) (Note: The revised JP 3-0
will modify this term and definition.)

A general term applied to a combatant
commander, subunified commander, or joint
task force commander authorized to exercise
combatant command (command authority) or
operational control over a joint force. Also
called JFC. (JP 1-02)

The commander within a unified command,
subordinate unified command, or joint task
force responsible to the establishing
commander for making recommendations on
the proper employment of land forces,
planning and coordinating land operations, or
accomplishing such operational missions as
may be assigned. The joint force land
component commander is given the authority
necessary to accomplish missions and tasks
assigned by the establishing commander. The
joint force land component commander will
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joint force maritime
component commander

joint force special
operations component
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commander

normally be the commander with the
preponderance of land forces and the requisite
command and control capabilities. Also called
JFLCC. (JP 1-02) (Note: The revised JP 3-0
will modify this term and definition.)

The commander within a unified command,
subordinate unified command, or joint task
force responsible to the establishing
commander for making recommendations on
the proper employment of maritime forces and
assets, planning and coordinating maritime
operations, or accomplishing such operational
missions as may be assigned. The joint force
maritime component commander is given the
authority necessary to accomplish missions
and tasks assigned by the establishing
commander. The joint force maritime
component commander will normally be the
commander with the preponderance of
maritime forces and the requisite command
and control capabilities. Also called JFMCC.
(JP 1-02) (Note: The revised JP 3-0 will
modify this term and definition.)

The commander within a unified command,
subordinate unified command, or joint task
force responsible to the establishing
commander for making recommendations on
the proper employment of special operations
forces and assets, planning and coordinating
special operations, or accomplishing such
operational missions as may be assigned. The
joint force special operations component
commander is given the authority necessary to
accomplish missions and tasks assigned by the
establishing commander. The joint force
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joint operations area

joint targeting
coordination board

joint task force

Marine air-ground
task force

special operations component commander will
normally be the commander with the
preponderance of special operations forces and
the requisite command and control
capabilities. Also called JFSOCC. (JP 1-02)
(Note: The revised JP 3-0 will modify this
term and definition.)

An area of land, sea, and airspace, defined by
a geographic combatant commander or
subordinate unified commander, in which a
joint force commander (normally a joint task
force commander) conducts military
operations to accomplish a specific mission.
Joint operations areas are particularly useful
when operations are limited in scope and
geographic area or when operations are to be
conducted on the boundaries between theaters.
Also called JOA. (JP 1-02)

A group formed by the joint force commander
to accomplish broad targeting oversight
functions that may include but are not limited
to coordinating targeting information,
providing targeting guidance and priorities,
and preparing and/or refining joint target lists.
The board is normally comprised of
representatives from the joint force staff, all
components and, if required, component
subordinate units. Also called JTCB. (JP 1-02)

A joint force that is constituted and so
designated by the Secretary of Defense, a
combatant commander, a subunified
commander, or an existing joint task force
commander. Also called JTF. (JP 1--02)

The Marine Corps principal organization for
all missions across the range of military
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Marine expeditionary force

operational control
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operations, composed of forces task-organized
under a single commander capable of
responding rapidly to a contingency anywhere
in the world. The types of forces in the
MAGTF are functionally grouped into four
core elements: a command element, an
aviation combat element, a ground combat
element, and a combat service support
element. The four core elements are categories
of forces, not formal commands. The basic
structure of the Marine air-ground task force
never varies, though the number, size, and
type of Marine Corps units comprising each of
its four elements will always be mission
dependent. The flexibility of the
organizational structure allows for one or more
subordinate MAFTFs, other Service, and/or
foreign military forces to be assigned or
attached. Also called MAGTF.

The largest Marine air-ground task force and
the Marine Corps principal warfighting
organization, particularly for larger crises or
contingencies. It is task-organized around a
permanent command element and normally
contains one or more Marine divisions, Marine
aircraft wings, and Marine force service
support groups. The Marine expeditionary
force is capable of missions across the range
of military operations, including amphibious
assault and sustained operations ashore in any
environment. It can operate from a sea base, a
land base, or fboth. It may also contain other
Service or foreign military forces assigned or
attached to the MAGTF. Also called MEF.
(JP 1-02)

Transferable command authority that may be
exercised by commanders at any echelon at or
below the level of combatant command.
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Service component
command

Operational control is inherent in combatant
command (command authority). Operational
control may be delegated and is the authority
to perform those functions of command over
subordinate forces involving organizing and
employing commands and forces, assigning
tasks, designating objectives, and giving
authoritative direction necessary to accomplish
the mission. Operational control includes
authoritative direction over all aspects of
military operations and joint training necessary
to accomplish missions assigned to the
command. Operational control should be
exercised through the commanders of
subordinate organizations. Normally this
authority is exercised through subordinate
joint force commanders and Service and/or
functional component commanders.
Operational control normally provides full
authority to organize commands and forces
and to employ those forces as the commander
in operational control considers necessary to
accomplish assigned missions. Operational
control does not, in and of itself, include
authoritative direction for logistics or matters
of administration, discipline, internal
organization, or unit training. Also called
OPCON. (JP 1-02)

A command consisting of the Service
component commander and all those Service
forces, such as individuals, units, detachments,
organizations, and installations under the
command, including the support forces that
have been assigned to a combatant command,
or further assigned to a subordinate unified
command or joint task force. (JP 1-02)
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dbook

support

supported commander

supporting commander
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tactical control

1. The action of a force which aids, protects,
complements, or sustains another force in
accordance with a directive requiring such
action. 2. A unit which helps another unit in
battle. Aviation, artillery, or naval gunfire may
be used as a support for infantry. 3. A part of
any unit held back at the beginning of an
attack as a reserve. 4. An element of a
command which assists, protects, or supplies
other forces in combat. (JP 1-02)

The commander having primary responsibility
for all aspects of a task assigned by the Joint
Strategic Capabilities Plan or other joint
operation planning authority. In the context of
joint operation planning, this term refers to the
commander who prepares operation plans or
operation orders in response to requirements
of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
(JP 1-02)

A commander who provides augmentation
forces or other support to a supported
commander or who develops a supporting
plan. Includes the designated combatant
commands and Defense agencies as
appropriate. (JP 1-02)

Command authority over assigned or attached
forces or commands, or military capability or
forces made available for tasking, that is
limited to the detailed and, usually, local
direction and control of movements or
maneuvers necessary to accomplish missions
or tasks assigned. Tactical control is inherent
in operational control. Tactical control may be
delegated to and exercised at any level at or
below the level of combatant command. Also
called TACON. (JP 1-02)



